
ARCHAEOLOGY INTERNATIONAL  12 page  4

Science & Heritage Research Cluster on 
“Cultural Encounters and Explorations: 
Conservation’s Catch-22”. The cluster 
involves specialists in conservation, 
museums, cultural heritage, materials 
science, engineering, anthropology, 
haptics and virtual technology.

Our long-established tradition of 
world-wide fieldwork shows no sign of 
flagging. Among many other projects, Sue 
Hamilton undertook another successful 
field season on Rapa Nui with results that 
attracted a great deal of attention in the 
press. Kris Lockyear brought the final field 
season of his AHRC-funded Noviodunum 
project to a successful conclusion and 
David Wengrow led a team of 30 UCL 
students, mainly undergraduates, to 
excavate at the important site of Tel Bet 
Yerah (Khirbet Kerak) on the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee in northern Israel. 
They worked with local archaeologists, 
led by Dr Raphael Greenberg (Tel Aviv 
University), to investigate the origins of 
urban life in the Jordan Valley during the 
Early Bronze Age (with a particular focus 
on interregional connections between this 
region and the Caucasus), as well as the 
early spread of Islam during the Umayyad 
Caliphate. 

Several scholarly events take place 
at the Institute every week so it is only 
possible to pick out the highlights. The 
International Centre for Chinese Heritage 
and Archaeology (ICCHA), our joint 
enterprise with the School of Archaeology 
and Museology at the University of Peking, 
continues to maintain a high profile. 
Under its auspices Dr Shan, Director 
General of the State Administration of 
Cultural Heritage, P.R. China visited the 
Institute on 19 February 2009 and gave 
a lecture on Chinese cultural heritage 
which was chaired by the UCL Provost. 
The ICCHA also organized a conference 
on “Sharing Archaeology” in Beijing in 
November 2008, fulfilling one of Peter 
Ucko’s very last wishes before he died. 

The CHAT (Contemporary and 
Historical Archaeology in Theory) 
conference 2008 (“Heritage CHAT”) was 
held at UCL in November 2008, a joint 
venture with English Heritage and Atkins 
Heritage, while a major conference on 
early iron metallurgy across the world, 
“The World of Iron”, organized by Jane 
Humphris, Xander Veldhuijzen and 
Thilo Rehren of the Institute, supported 
by major commercial sponsorship, was 
held in February at the Natural History 
Museum. Nor was the Darwin Bicentenary 
neglected, with a seminar series on 
Darwin’s influence in Archaeology 
and Anthropology organized by James 
Steele. The conference on “Writing as 
Material Practice: Substance, Surface and 
Meaning”, organized by Kathryn Piquette 

and Ruth Whitehouse, winner of this 
year’s Institute conference award, took 
place in May; it attracted interdisciplinary 
and international participation and 
generated considerable enthusiasm. The 
Institute’s Kenyon Lecture was given 
by Professor Yuval Goren, Tel Aviv 
University, on “International Exchange 
in the Eastern Mediterranean: Food and 
Ships, Sealing-Wax and Kings as seen 
Under the Petrographic Microscope”.

The most moving event of the year 
though was not an academic one. On 14 
May 2009 we facilitated the repatriation of 
Australian Indigenous Human Remains. 
The remains had been held at the Institute 
since their transfer from a Cheshire 
auction house. A Ngarrindjeri delegation 
(Mr Major Sumner and Mr George 
Trevorrow) collected the remains and held 
smoking ceremonies in traditional dress, 
within the Institute building and then 

out in Gordon Square, which cannot have 
seen too many occasions as extraordinary 
as this one. 

The saddest occurrence of the year 
was Ben Samphire’s death in Ecuador in 
February 2009. Ben had completed his 
PhD at the Institute in 2008 under my 
supervision and had moved on to work in 
primate conservation. While volunteering 
on a primate reserve he was shot by a local 
landowner who supposedly mistook him 
for a burglar. Ben was a wonderful young 
man and his loss is a tragic one.

I finished last year’s report noting that 
the financial future in British academia 
looked grim but we were in a strong 
position to cope. This year the outlook 
appears even darker but thanks to the 
ability, commitment and dynamism of its 
staff and students the Institute continues 
to flourish and is well placed to meet the 
future.

The Institute’s primary research groups
The coordinators of each of the Institute’s five primary research groups report 
on their group’s activities during the 2008/2009 academic year.

The Environment and Culture Research Group

Coordinator: Arlene Rosen

Deputy Coordinator: Ignacio de la Torre
Student Coordinators: Brenna Hassett and Anke Cross Marsh

The Environment and Culture 
Research Group provides a link 
for staff, research students and 

honorary members of the Institute 
whose research concerns past interactions 
between people and the environments 
they occupied. Several members of the 
group also participate in the activities 
of the AHRC Centre for the Evolution 
of Cultural Diversity which is directed 
by James Steele (see report on pages 
10–11). 

Research 
Research Group members are involved 
in research around the world. Several 
members continue to work with the 
Çatalhöyük Research Project. Simon 
Hillson is a joint coordinator of the 
Çatalhöyük human remains team with 
Clark Larsen of Ohio State University. 
They completed the first human remains 
database for the Neolithic collections 
from the site, which involved a complete 
reassessment of all the material and 
constitutes an important resource for their 
future research work. He also developed 
an entirely new dental pathology 
database. Emmy Bocaege collected dental 
impressions for her PhD project from 
the Çatalhöyük children’s remains and 
she has been working on them since the 

field season. In addition, Emmy and 
Morag McBride (an MSc student) have 
been cataloguing the teeth from James 
Mellaart’s excavations which came to 
the Institute from storage at the Natural 
History Museum.

Simon Hillson also had a field season 
in July–August 2008 for his Astypalaia 
project (including the world’s largest 
children’s cemetery, see this issue of 
Archaeology International, pages 17–21). In 
April 2009, he gave a poster presentation 
of his work on dental caries in Peruvian 
material from the Ilo Valley in southern 
Peru.  

Andrew Garrard and his colleague 
Corine Yazbeck (Lebanese University) 
had their last season of excavations at 
the Epipalaeolithic and Neolithic cave 
site of Moghr el Ahwal in the Qadisha 
Valley of northern Lebanon in summer 
2008. Since that time, they been working 
on the analysis of the finds, including a 
detailed study of the faunal and human 
remains by Yvonne Edwards at UCL. For 
further details see http://www.ucl.ac.uk/
archaeology/project/qadisha/

Ignacio De La Torre continued 
excavations at the Upper Palaeolithic 
site of Buendia in Cuenca (central 
Spain), conducted surveys in the Middle 
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Philip Bethell BA
Elizabeth Bloxham PhD
John Casey BA
Brigitte Cech PhD
Helen Clarke PhD
Janey Cronyn MSc
Marion Cutting PhD
Susan Davies MA
Claude Doumet PhD
Bleda During PhD
Kevan Edinborough PhD
Yvonne Edwards PhD
Okasha El Daly PhD
Helen Ganiaris MA
Caroline Grigson PhD
Eric Harris DSc
Jessica Johnson MA
Ann Kendall PhD OBE
Cary Martin PhD
Paula Martin PhD
Isabel Medina Gonzales MA
Luisa Mengoni PhD
David Morgan Evans PhD
Mary Anne Murray PhD
Rosalind Niblett PhD
Olga Papachristou PhD
Peter Parr MA
David Pendergast PhD
Adrian Popescu BA
Dominic Powlesland PhD
David Prince PhD
Gabriele Puschnigg PhD
Paul Reynolds PhD
Mike Seager Thomas BA
Margaret Serpico PhD
Michela Spataro PhD
Barbara Stopp PhD
Peter Sutton PhD
Gudrun Sveinbjarnardóttir PhD
Robin Symonds DPhil
Eric Uphill MA
Quanyu Wang PhD
Patricia Wiltshire BSc
Corine Yazbeck PhD
HONORARY LECTURERS
Adrian Babbidge MA
Elizabeth Baquedano PhD
Robert Bewley PhD
Roger Bland PhD
David Clarke PhD
Mike Corbishley BA
Peter Crew BA
Dinah Eastop PhD
Neil Faulkner PhD
Kevin Flude BA
Don Henson MPhil
Alisdair Hinshelwood BA
Chris Hudson BA
Colin McEwan PhD
Crispin Paine MA
Gaetano Palumbo PhD
Marina Papa Sokal PhD
Andrew Robertshaw MA
Jane Siddell PhD
Hedley Swain MA

Robert Symmons PhD
Brian Williams BA
HONORARY RESEARCH ASSISTANTS
Roya Arab MA
Pat Critchley MA
Fiona Handley PhD
Virginia Mathias BA
Jan Picton MA
Kathryn Piquette PhD
Susan Poll MSc
Ivor Pridden MSc
Birgit Schoer MSc
Chris Stevens PhD
Zahed Tajeddin MA

VISITING SCHOLARS FROM OVERSEAS
In 2008/2009 scholars from Australia, Iraq, 
Israel, Japan, Spain, Sweden and Turkey 
undertook research at the Institute.

Marilena Alivizatou
At the limits? Intangible heritage and 
the new museum: an ethnography of 
comparative museology in the UK, France, 
New Zealand, Vanuatu and USA

Claire Cohen 
Silver production in Porco-Potosi, Bolivia

Sarah De Nardi
Revisiting the sacred landscapes of northeast Italy 
between the 8th century and teh 2nd century BC

Christophe Helmke
Ancient Maya cave usage: inferences 
from archaeological analyses of ceramic 
consumption and discard patterns in 
the Roaring Creek Valley, Belize

Duncan McAndrews
Catalysts and constraints of castle building 
in Suffolk, c.1066 – 1200 AD

Sarah McCarthy
Excavating fictions: perceptions and awareness 
of archaeology and the implications for 
archaeological resource management and use

Meriel McClatchie
Arable agriculture and social 
organization: a study of crops and 
farming systems in Bronze Age Ireland

Gabriel Moshenska
Archaeology and memory of 
the Second World War

Ioannis Poulis 
Living sites: the past in the present – the 
monastic centre of Meteora, Greece

Oliver Pryce
Copper production and technical 
reproduction in the Khao Wong 
Prachan valley of central Thailand

Peter Schauer
Cultural evolution in the Age of Athens: 
drift and selection in Greek pottery

Andrew Shapland
Over the horizon: human–animal 
relations in Bronze Age Crete

Monika Steinel
Science and service of the National 
Socialist state: a case study of Herbert 
Jankuhn (1905 – 1990)
Maria Villasenor-Alonso
Lowland Maya lime plaster technology: 
a diachronic approach

 PhDs awarded, 2008
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