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Current conflicts and increasing tensions in international politics as well 
as within countries are often intimately intertwined with historical 
experiences that carry a heavy moral charge. Today, history teaching in 
democratic nations is often expected to develop students’ critical and 
multi-perspectival thinking, and their commitment to democratic values 
and human rights. On the other hand, history teaching can and has also 
served as an instrument of anti-democratic thinking and chauvinist ideas 
(Rüsen, 2004). While developing democratic citizenship and associated 
values can be an aim in history teaching, the subject in itself is not a 
guarantee that democracy will be taught or learnt. There is a need to 
explore, in depth, the dynamics between historical and democratic 
consciousness in history curricula and syllabi in international contexts. 
There is a need to ask, for example, how the teaching of historical 
consciousness – oriented to intertwine the past, the present and the future 
– can impact how democracy and democratic processes are perceived. 
 
The complexity of historical consciousness can be approached in a narrow or a broad 
manner (Körber, 2015). It sits within different disciplines and reference systems (Grever 
& Adriaansen, 2019), it is approached differently in differing social and geopolitical 
contexts (Sharp & al., 2020), and it can be difficult to put to work in empirical research 
studies (Nordgren, 2019). Like the much less widely used concept of democratic 
consciousness, historical consciousness is value-laden, in its understanding of the human 
condition, and multifaceted. Democratic consciousness is here understood, tentatively, as 
expressing ideas about democracy that form a complex set of historically charged values, 
ideas, and practices, and as expressed through language (Edling et. al. 2022). Theoretical 
and empirical questions of this field are currently the focus of the research of the INoHiDe 
network (International Network of Historical Consciousness and Democratic Consciousness), 
the group coordinating this special theme in HERJ. 
 
This series will provide an overview, as well as a deeper historical understanding, of 
intersections of historical and democratic consciousness by exploring the background of 
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how understanding of democracy as an aim and as content in history education has 
developed, circa 1945 to the present. We invite authors to address the following questions: 
 
1. How have the intersections of historical consciousness and democratic consciousness 
changed in the curricula and syllabi of the history subject in a chosen country within this 
period? 
2. What consequences and implications for history education have the descriptions in the 
curricula and syllabi had? 
3. How can the developments in the descriptions of historical consciousness and 
democratic consciousness be understood and explained by the cultural and social 
developments in the chosen country? 
4. In comparative papers: what similarities and differences between countries can be 
found in the above mentioned questions?  
 
The focus of the papers can be on formal written curriculum as well as on educational 
media such as history textbooks and their developments, for example. 
 
This special series aims to explore, in-depth, mode of relating to temporality (historical 
consciousness), and commitments to democracy as a complex set of historically-charged 
values, ideas, and practices (democratic consciousness), providing a nuanced road-map 
of democratic ideas in history education, as well as directions for educational practice 
across a range of countries and national contexts.  
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Formatting guidelines 
Please consult the notes for authors on the journal’s webpage at 
https://journals.uclpress.co.uk/herj/site/author-guidelines/.  
 
 
About the journal 
The History Education Research Journal (HERJ) is an international, fully open-
access, peer-reviewed journal that focuses on the global significance and impact of 
history education. It covers all aspects of history education theory, practice, 
scholarship, and pure and applied research. Publications in the journal address 
contemporary issues, concerns, policies and practice, drawing upon the full range of 
research methodologies relating to history education research.  
 

UCL Press journals do not levy an Article-Processing Charge (APC) for submission 
or publication in this journal. Contributors to the History Education Research Journal 
will not be required to make an APC payment for submission or publication of their 
article. 
 
For more information about the journal please visit the 
journal at https://journals.uclpress.co.uk/herj or by 
scanning the QR code, or you can contact us by email at 
herj@ucl.ac.uk. 
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