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As one of the most urgent crises affecting societies across the globe, the climate emergency 
requires all human professions to critically consider how they can meaningfully integrate an 
environmentally conscious perspective in their practice. With climate change 
disproportionately affecting individuals and communities who are already disadvantaged, we 
argue that any serious attempts to address social inequality must require approaches that 
encompass a holistic view of the well-being of the entire planet. This raises the question what 
an eco-social pedagogy might look like and how it can become a key feature in mainstream 
discourse and practice. The International Journal of Social Pedagogy is inviting authors to 
publish academic and practice papers as part of a special issue offering contributions that can 
help develop an eco-social pedagogy. 
 
The International Journal of Social Pedagogy (IJSP) is a peer-reviewed, open-access diamond 
journal (meaning we do not charge authors for publishing with us and also grant readers free 
access to all journal articles), publishing articles on social pedagogy in the broadest sense. You 
can read about our journal vision in this editorial. 
 
 
Thematic context for this special issue: 
Social pedagogy is frequently characterised as providing educational solutions to social issues 
through relationship-centred approaches that further well-being, social inclusion and active 
citizenship. The impact of climate change is increasingly threatening this ambition in manifold 
ways, from air and water pollution affecting people’s health to extreme weather events 
threatening entire communities, disrupting food supplies and causing destitution that force 
people to seek refuge in other parts of the world.  
 
We argue that the climate emergency has two important implications for the field of social 
pedagogy – as well as related fields across the human professions: Firstly, social pedagogy 
must develop a multi-faceted understanding of how it can combat environmental degradation 
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through an eco-social justice perspective, recognising that environmental justice and social 
justice are intricately linked. It can do so by drawing on explorations in fields such as planetary 
pedagogy (Salonen et al, 2023), green social work (Dominelli, 2018) and eco-social work (IFSW, 
2022), eco-justice pedagogy (Bowers, 2001), ecosystemic wellbeing (Ellyatt, 2022), nature 
pedagogy and outdoor education, to name just a few. It can also learn from community-based 
initiatives that might not seem directly connected but draw on shared principles, such as 
community gardens, city farms and environmental arts. Secondly, climate change is likely to 
require new forms of social pedagogical support aimed at helping individuals and communities 
deal with climate-related issues, such as environmental disasters. As a field it can outline 
meaningful educative ways in which this support can strengthen people’s political agency and 
engagement as active citizens in environmental issues and other ways to support climate 
action, including by drawing on the creative arts to explore and highlight the impact of 
environmental issues and using nature as a medium for our own richer understanding of life 
aspects, such as interconnectedness, symbiosis, and the complex ways in which we shape – 
and are shaped by – our environment.  
 
Social pedagogy is focussed on human relationships, and we assert that this should extend to 
human relationships with nature. We need to understand that the human rights of both present 
and future generations require our urgent concern with environmental rights and protecting 
natural resources, ecosystems and biodiversity. Our belief that social pedagogy can make a 
valuable contribution towards this most critical social issue of our times is echoed by the work 
of Prof Arto O. Salonen and his colleagues at the University of Eastern Finland, who have 
outlined a framework for planetary inclusion as part of a forthcoming publication in IJSP. It also 
builds on the brilliant work by the International Federation of Social Workers in articulating eco-
social justice as part of the People’s Charter for an Eco-Social World (2023). 
 
We welcome contributors from social pedagogy, social work, social education and other 
related human and environmental disciplines to present their research, conceptual 
contributions and/or practice insights. We particularly invite provocations that enable us to 
critically reflect on existing discourse and practice, pushing the boundaries of how we 
understand eco-social justice issues and integrate these into practice. We also welcome 
policy-level perspectives and learning from work in other practice contexts and from other 
countries across the world. We encourage authors to integrate or connect their writing to the 
body of literature on social pedagogy to highlight the relevance of their contribution to the 
discourse we have been promoting as the International Journal of Social Pedagogy. 
 
 

Submission to this special issue 
 

Please send early expressions of interest to the IJSP Editorial Office 
(editors@internationaljournalofsocialpedagogy.com) by July 15th, 2024 in the form of an abstract of 300-500 
words, up to six references, and a 50-word biographical statement. 
 
Successful authors will be invited by July 31st, 2024 to submit a full draft for editorial review by December 
31st, 2024 through the journals online submission system. Please consult the notes for authors on the 
journal’s webpage at https://uclpress.co.uk/ijsp.  
 
For enquiries about your ideas please email the special issue editors, who will be happy to provide further 
guidance. The journal is keen to encourage new and existing writers and as such we can offer support in a 
variety of ways, e.g. for new writers, or for writers who are less confident about writing in English. 

https://uclpress.co.uk/ijsp
mailto:editors@internationaljournalofsocialpedagogy.com
https://uclpress.co.uk/ijsp


  
 

https://uclpress.co.uk/ijsp | ISSN 2051-5804 

 
References: 
 
Bowers, C. A. (2002). Toward an eco-justice pedagogy. Environmental Education Research, 
8(1), 21-34. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/13504620120109628 
 
Dominelli, L. (Ed.). (2018). The Routledge handbook of green social work. Routledge. 
 
Ellyatt, W. (2022). Education for Human Flourishing – A New Conceptual Framework for 
Promoting Ecosystemic Wellbeing in Schools. Challenges, 13(58). DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.3390/challe13020058  
 
International Federation of Social Workers. (2022). The role of Social Workers in advancing a 
new eco-social world. https://www.ifsw.org/the-role-of-social-workers-in-advancing-a-new-
eco-social-world/  
 
Salonen, A.O., Isola, A.-M., Jakonen, J.-P. and Foster, R. (2024). Who and what belongs to us? 
Towards a comprehensive concept of inclusion and planetary citizenship. International Journal 
of Social Pedagogy, 13(1): 5. DOI: https://doi.org/10.14324/111.444.ijsp.2024.v13.x.005 
 
Salonen, A.O., Laininen, E., Hämäläinen, J., & Sterling, S. (2023). A Theory of Planetary Social 
Pedagogy. Educational Theory, 73(4), 615-637. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/edth.12588  
 
The People’s Charter for an Eco-Social World. (2022). Published by The People‘s Summit «Co-
Building a New Eco-Social World: Leaving No One Behind». 
https://newecosocialworld.com/the-peoples-charter-for-an-eco-social-world/  

https://uclpress.co.uk/ijsp
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504620120109628
https://doi.org/10.3390/challe13020058
https://www.ifsw.org/the-role-of-social-workers-in-advancing-a-new-eco-social-world/
https://www.ifsw.org/the-role-of-social-workers-in-advancing-a-new-eco-social-world/
https://doi.org/10.14324/111.444.ijsp.2024.v13.x.005
https://doi.org/10.1111/edth.12588
https://newecosocialworld.com/the-peoples-charter-for-an-eco-social-world/

